
NRC AND ABSORPTION COEFFICIENTS 
The Noise Reduction Coefficient (NRC)
and Absorption Coefficients are widely

used metrics that indicate how
effectively a material absorbs sound.
These metrics help designers and

engineers create balanced, comfortable
environments by predicting how

finishes and treatments influence a
room’s acoustic character. Like RT60

guides reverberation control
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NRC is a simple 0.00 – 1.00+ rating of how much noise energy a
material absorbs. From reflective surfaces like concrete (0.00) to highly
absorptive options like acoustic foam (1.00), an NRC value is a quick
way to gauge how a surface can be implemented to improve speech
clarity and reduce reverberation noise. While simplified, it can offer
insight into acoustic performance. Ideal NRC levels vary by space and
design goals.

What is NRC and why it matters...
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An absorption coefficient describes how much sound a material
absorbs at a specific frequency, on a scale from 0.00 (fully reflective) to
1.00 (highly absorptive). Measured in octave or 1/3-octave bands, it
shows how a surface behaves across all frequencies. This offers more
detail in the event a certain frequency band needs addressing.

Absorption Coeffciant
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While NRC provides a simplified summary and is focused primarily on 4 frequencies
(250 Hz, 500 Hz, 1000 Hz, and 2000 Hz) Absorption Coefficients show performance
within individual octave bands. This is critical because two materials can share the
same NRC while behaving very differently across frequencies.
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Selecting the right absorption materials requires balancing aesthetics, performance,
and available mounting locations. In many rooms, the ceiling offers the greatest
continuous surface area , but relying on ceilings alone often leaves vertical reflection
paths untreated.

A well-designed space may combine:
 • Ceiling clouds or baffles
 • Fabric-wrapped wall panels
 • Perforated gypsum systems
 • Mineral fiber or wood slat treatments
 • Specialty products with broadband absorption

Material Selection

Once materials are selected, the next step is understanding how they will behave in
the actual space. Instead of relying solely on post-construction modeling, NRC and
Absorption Coefficient driven design emphasizes upfront validation, which involves
reviewing manufacturer data, assessing mounting conditions, and confirming that
materials will perform as rated once installed. Field observations, such as identifying
dominant reflection paths, reverberant “hot spots,” or areas with insufficient absorption,
guide the placement of treatments to achieve the most significant impact. This
approach ensures that the final design isn’t just theoretically correct but is strategically
deployed to solve real-world acoustic challenges, delivering measurable
improvements in clarity, comfort, and noise control.

Real-World Application
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IN CLOSING...
Great acoustics aren’t accidental; they come from intentional design, informed material
choices, and a clear understanding of how spaces actually behave. NRC and Absorption
Coefficients provide quick insight into what material may be best for the job.

As more projects adopt data-driven design, metrics such as NRC and Absorption
Coefficients help align materials with performance expectations early on. This ensures
treatments meaningfully support the space’s purpose, whether it's a classroom, restaurant,
studio, fitness center, or open office. By reviewing the NRC values and Absorption
Coefficients of a material, designers and installers can proactively address noise issues
rather than reacting after construction. The result is a space that looks polished and sounds
balanced, clear, and comfortable.

To create spaces that offer clarity...

NRC values and Absorption Coefficients
are invaluable tools 
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